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NEWSLETTER 
THE SOCIETY FOR AUSTRALIAN-GERMAN STUDENT EXCHANGE (WA) INC. 

Patron: Mr Torsten Ketelsen, Honorary Consul of the Federal Republic of Germany in Western Australia 

 
 

Report from the President of SAGSE WA, Pamela Millar 
Welcome once again to our fourth newsletter, which gives us another 
opportunity to share with you what has been happening in the past 
year. 

 
The past 12 months have been most successful for SAGSE WA. Thank 
you to all the committee members for their hard work, in particular 
Anthea McCormick, for her work as GASS President with the 
students. It has been particularly pleasing to have our former 
scholarship winners, Stephanie Winter, Sophie Sallur and Aisshwaryaa 
Murugasan join the committee and take over many of the tasks that 
have previously fallen to my lot. 

 
A really special vote of thanks must go to our generous and supportive patron, Mr Torsten Ketelsen 
and to his wife Mona, without whom we would not be able to raise the funds to send our 
scholarship winners to Germany. 

 
Certificates of appreciation were presented to sponsors, the Rhein Donau Club, GMA Garnet and 
Mona Ketelsen. GMA Garnet, Mona Ketelsen, Rhein-Donau Club and Price Waterhouse Coopers 
were the major sponsors of last year’s scholarships and are named as such on the scholarship 
certificates. The Rhein -Donau Club and Marlene Porzig in particular, have been very helpful in 
allowing us to use their rooms for our meetings and interviews, helping to set up for the dance and 
also donating funds and raffle prizes. 

 
A fund-raising innovation was introduced last year as we invited individuals and schools to become 
a Friend of SAGSE WA and this has also contributed to our funds. We thank all those who joined 
this scheme and invite any of you who might be happy to help with a small contribution of $100 
per year. 

 
There is some concern about the state of languages in our high schools, where German is gradually 
being phased out in several of them. This may have repercussions for the numbers of future 
candidates and the viability of the exchange in future years but we hope to continue with our work 
in spite of this. This year the panel interviewed six applicants and all of them would have been 
worthy of selection so it was a very difficult job to select only three. The three recipients for 
2017/2018 are Catherine Wilde and Amelia McAuliffe of MLC, and Jason Rustandi of Kelmscott 
SHS. 
 
We have already received a generous donation of one scholarship for 2017/2018 in memory of Erica 
Biermann. 
 
Our four STIPIS for 2016/2017 have had a most successful exchange. Yu-Jin Ham, Mia Palmer, Praj 
Menon and Tiana Nelson have shown themselves to be worthy recipients of their SAGSE 
scholarships and I look forward to working with them as they continue to support our organisation. 
Their scholarship presentation was very special last year as they were recognised at the celebrations 
for the “Tag der deutschen Einheit” in Government House ballroom. Thank you once again, all of 
you, for your support of this very worthy and relevant exchange scholarship program and we look 
forward to many happy years of association with you. 
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For	the	majority	of	my	time	in	Germany	I	
stayed	with	my	host	family	in	a	town	near	
Hamburg	 called	 Buxtehude.	 I	 loved	 both	
the	 town	 and	 the	 family	 hosting	me	 and	
felt	 that	 I	 was	 well	 matched	 in	 where	 I	
was	staying.		
The	 Bauer	 family	 was	 quite	 similar	 to	
mine	 at	 home	 and	 I	 think	 that	 is	 why	 I	
didn’t	 feel	 homesick	 throughout	my	 stay	
there.	 My	 host	 family	 consisted	 of	 my	
host	 parents,	 Ulf	 and	 Carolin	 and	 their	 3	
boys;	 Laurids	 (15),	 Tilman	 (13)	 and	
Clemens	(11).		
Living	 with	 the	 three	 boys	 was	 certainly	
different	 but	 I	 kind	 of	 knew	 what	 to	
expect	 as	 I	 have	 brothers	 myself.	 From	
the	very	first	day	I	was	welcomed	into	the	
family	and	was	never	made	to	feel	like	an	
outsider.	 By	 the	 end	 of	 my	 time	 in	
Germany	I	realised	just	how	close	I	was	to	
the	 family	 and	 how	 much	 I	 would	 miss	
them	back	in	Australia.		
	
 

My	host	 family,	 I	 also	noticed,	was	a	big	 fan	
of	sports	so	we	did	a	lot	related	to	that.	One	
of	 the	 most	 memorable	 experiences	 that	 I	
have	 on	 this	 exchange	was	 the	 fact	 that	my	
host	 family	 took	 me	 to	 a	 soccer	 game	 in	
Hamburg.	 It	 really	 allowed	 me	 to	 see	 how	
seriously	soccer	is	actually	taken	in	Germany.	
The	 atmosphere	 there	was	 unlike	 anything	 I	
had	 ever	 seen.	 Between	 the	 songs,	 cheering	
and	 screaming	 there	 was	 never	 a	 dull	
moment	 and	 was	 something	 I	 will	 never	
forget.		
 
I	had	heard	so	much	about	the	differences	between	
Australian	and	German	Christmas	so	it	was	exciting	
to	experience	 it	 for	myself!	 In	Germany,	Christmas	
is	a	magical	time,	with	Christmas	markets	lining	the	
streets.	At	these	markets	food,	drinks	and	gifts	are	
sold	and	here	I	had	the	opportunity	to	try	Glühwein	
(mulled	wine)!	We	celebrated	Christmas	on	the	24th	
in	the	evening,	which	is	considered	Christmas	Eve	in	
Australia.	
I	 had	 brought	 gifts	 native	 to	 Australia,	 which	 my	
host	 family	 loved!	 Everything	 about	 this	 time	 was	
amazing	 to	 me;	 I	 went	 from	 a	 Christmas	 spent	 in	
the	heat	around	the	BBQ	and	on	the	beach	to	a	cold	
one	full	of	tradition!	
 

   TIANA NELSON’S REPORT 
  2016/17 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
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Soon	after	came	the	preparation	for	the	
trip	to	Biedenkopf	for	Wintercamp.	It	all	
started	 with	 a	 train	 ride	 from	
Buxtehude.	 My	 host	 brother	 and	 I	 met	
the	other	Australians	and	Germans	from	
the	 north	 of	 Germany	 in	 Hamburg	 and	
then	 took	 the	 ICE	 all	 together	 to	 camp.	
Wintercamp	 was	 held	 for	 4	 days	 with	
many	 activities	 that	 allowed	 for	 us	 to	
meet	 other	 Germans/Australians	 and	
have	to	fun.	It	was	snowing	and	freezing	
cold	 for	 the	 whole	 time	 we	 were	 at	
camp!	Considering	most	of	the	activities	
were	 outdoors,	 this	 wasn’t	 exactly	 the	
best	 weather..!	 Most	 nights	 we	 spent	
getting	 to	 know	 each	 other	 and	 have	 a	
good	 time.	 It	 was	 also	 a	 good	 time	 for	
building	 friendships	 so	 we	 could	 work	
out	who	we	wanted	to	go	on	free	travel	
with.	

One	 of	 the	 most	 unique	 things	 about	
winning	a	scholarship	from	SAGSE	is	the	
opportunity	given	to	travel	 for	5	days	 in	
a	 small	 group	 independently.	 After	
Wintercamp	we	 headed	 off	 on	 our	 free	
travel.	There	were	6	people	in	my	group	
including	 me.	 Our	 first	 stop	 was	
Heidelberg.	 It	 was	 gorgeous	 there	 and	
looking	 back	 was	 definitely	 one	 of	 my	
favourite	 cities!	 Next,	 we	 took	 a	
relatively	short	train	trip	to	‘Rothenburg	
ob	 der	 Tauber’,	 which	 is	 quite	 a	 small,	
historic	 town.	 It	 was	 there	 we	 had	 the	
chance	 to	 eat	 some	 German	 food	
including	 Flammkuchen	 and	 drink	 some	
Bavarian	beer!	
	
Free	 travel	 was	 definitely	 an	 amazing	
time	 to	 learn	 just	 how	 independent	we	
could	 be;	 having	 to	 plan	 everything	
ourselves	and	practically	live	alone	for	5	
days.	 Without	 this	 opportunity,	 I	 don’t	
think	 I	 would’ve	 developed	 that	 ability	
to	be	 independent.	Free	 travel	was	also	
an	 amazing	 opportunity	 to	 improve	my	
German,	 as	 I	 had	 to	 do	 the	majority	 of	
speaking	to	the	public	in	German. 

Before	I	knew	it,	it	was	time	to	say	goodbye	to	my	host	
family	and	also	the	town	I	had	called	home	for	the	past	
10	 weeks.	 This	 was	 extremely	 hard	 as	 I	 felt	 as	 I	 had	
grown	 very	 close	 to	 the	 family	 over	 the	 time	 I	 was	
there.	I	know	I	will	definitely	be	back	in	Germany	to	see	
them	 some	 time	 in	 the	 future,	 as	 they	 were	 like	 a	
family	 to	me;	 I	 see	Buxtehude	as	a	 second	home.	The	
time	 with	 my	 host	 family	 helped	 me	 improve	 my	
German	 so	much,	 even	 if	 it	 didn’t	 seem	 like	 it	 at	 the	
time!	 I	 also	 learned	 a	 lot	 about	myself	 and	 grew	 as	 a	
person	through	the	experience.	

 

My	exchange	overall	was	one	of	the	best	experiences	of	
my	life.	Being	bombarded	by	the	German	language	from	
the	minute	I	arrived	definitely	 improved	my	skills	 in	the	
language.		
Throughout	my	time	in	Germany	I	was	 immersed	in	the	
culture	 and	 had	 the	 privilege	 of	 living	 in	 a	 German	
family.	 I	could	not	fault	my	exchange,	as	every	moment	
was	 absolutely	 amazing.	 I	will	 remember	 this	 exchange	
for	 the	 rest	 of	my	 life	 and	 how	 it	 changed	my	 outlook	
and	helped	me	to	grow	as	a	person.		
	
I	 will	 forever	 be	 thankful	 to	 the	 people	 that	made	 this	
exchange	 possible	 for	 me.	 Firstly,	 GASS	 and	 SAGSE	 for	
giving	 me	 the	 scholarship	 and	 making	 sure	 that	 this	
experience	was	 the	best	of	my	 life.	 I	would	also	 like	 to	
pay	 special	 thanks	 to	 the	 Rhein-Donau	 Club	who	made	
this	happen	through	sponsoring	my	scholarship. 
 

“One	 of	 the	 most	 unique	 things	 about	
winning	a	scholarship	 from	SAGSE	is	 the	
opportunity	to	travel	independently	for	5	
days	in	a	small	group.”	
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There	 was	 a	 mix	 of	 nerves,	 excitement	

and	 disbelief	 upon	 boarding	 the	 plane	

from	 Perth,	 on	 our	 way	 to	 meet	 our	

delightful	 Jahrgang.	 After	 the	 long,	

dreadful	 flight,	 we	 were	 finally	 in	

Germany-	 and	 the	 beautiful	 landscape,	

language	 and	 already	 evident	 culture	

was	nothing	short	of	absolutely	amazing.		

Leaving	 the	 train,	 I	 was	 warmly	

welcomed	by	my	host	mother	and	sister	

in	 Kassel,	 Hessen.	 After	many	 hugs,	 we	

set	 off	 to	 reach	 my	 hometown,	 Bad	

Arolsen,	 which	 was	 about	 a	 40-minute	

drive	away.		

I	 lived	 with	 The	 Grünemeis:	 host	 sister	

Hannah,	her	 little	brother	Mattis,	 father	

Axel	 and	 mother	 Michaela.	 The	 first	

thing	that	struck	me,	as	I	got	to	hop	into	

the	 car,	was	 that	 I	was	 no	 longer	 to	 sit	

on	 the	 left	 side,	 but	 instead	 the	 right!	

And	even	then,	 it	made	no	sense	 to	me	

driving	on	the	right	side	of	the	road,	but	

then	again,	made	it	all	the	more	real	that	

I	was	in	Germany.  
 

On	 my	 first	 weekend,	 I	 had	 my	 first	 ever	 visit	 to	 a	

Weihnachtsmarkt!	The	atmosphere	was	even	more	amazing	than	I	

thought.	 On	 the	 drive	 there,	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	white	 ice	 on	 the	

trees	 and	 grass	 was	 overwhelming-	 a	 white	 Christmas	 doesn't	

always	 mean	 snow,	 sometimes	 it	 just	 means	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	

freezing	 cold	 frost	 that	 forms	 on	 the	 windows	 and	 nature	

surrounding	us.		

At	the	actual	markets,	the	breathtaking	aroma	of	a	mix	of	typical	

German	 foods	 surrounded	me:	Glühwein,	gingerbread,	marzipan,	

caramelised	 almonds	 and	 all	 sorts	 of	 other	 biscuits.	 I	 also	 got	 to	

experience	 St.	 Nikolaus	 Tag	 (6th	 December),	 a	 day	 which	 I	 have	

never	in	my	life	previously	celebrated.	This	day	consists	of	children	

leaving	 a	 boot	 outside	 their	 house	 on	 the	 night	 of	 the	 5th	 and	

getting	it	back	in	the	morning,	filled	with	goodies!	Our	family	also	

did	 Advents,	where	 each	 child	 gets	 a	 small	 present	 every	 day	 in	

the	lead	up	to	Christmas.	How	awesome	is	that?		

On	 the	 24th	 of	 December	 (Heiligabend),	 our	 family	 began	 to	

celebrate	Christmas.	We	began	by	going	to	church	for	an	evening	

mass.	The	mass,	I	found,	was	extremely	different	to	back	at	home-	

the	 singing	was	a	bit	more	 solemn	and	verses	were	 interspersed	

with	 short	 plays	 and	 short	 songs.	 Unfortunately,	 it	 was	 hard	 to	

translate	 the	verses,	but	 I	nonetheless	am	grateful	 to	experience	

my	host	family's	religion	on	such	a	beautiful	and	family-loving	day.	

 

     PRAJ MENON’S REPORT 
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      PRAJ’S REPORT CONTINUED                                                                                            

. On	 the	 4th	 of	 January,	 Hannah	 and	 I	
set	 off	 to	 meet	 the	 other	 stipis,	
hosties	 and	 Gassies	 at	 our	 annual	
GASS	 Wintercamp,	 held	 this	 year	 in	
Biedenkopf.	I	was	excited,	as	it	meant	
I	 got	 to	 speak	 a	 couple	 weeks	 of	
English	 again,	 which	 I	 was	 beginning	
to	 already	 forget.	 I	 packed	my	 hiking	
bag,	enough	to	last	me	for	free	travel	
and	 wintercamp	 (9	 days),	 and	 drove	
there.		
	
Wintercamp	 was	 a	 blast.	 I	 met	 with	
some	 German	 and	 Australian	 Gassies	
who	 shared	 their	 experiences,	 fun	
times	 and	 current	 lives	 with	 me.	 It	
was	 interesting	 to	 see	where	 they	 all	
currently	 are,	 and	 how	 the	 exchange	
changed	 their	 lives,	 knowing	 just	 as	
well	 that	 it	will	change	mine	too	(and	
it	really	has!).		
	
This	 camp	 also	 enabled	 me	 to	 get	
close	 to	 many	 of	 the	 stipis	 and	
hosties,	 who	 I'd	 be	 spending	 a	 lot	
more	 time	 with	 through	 my	 time	 in	
Germany.	 Through	 Wintercamp,	 a	
series	of	 fun	activities	were	held	 that	
allowed	us	to	simultaneously	have	fun	
and	 get	 to	 know	 one	 and	 another	 at	
the	same	time.		
It	 also	 consisted	 of	 “Sorgen	 Abend”	
where	we	tell	our	group	leader	JX	any	
problems	 we	 have	 on	 the	 exchange,	
and	planning	of	free	travel.		

My	 free	 travel	 group	 consisted	 of	 6	 people,	 3	 from	

Melbourne,	2	 from	Perth	and	1	 from	New	Zealand.	 I	 got	

to	visit	 some	of	 the	most	beautiful	places	with	 the	most	

beautiful	 people.	 Like	 JX	 said:	 “The	 experience	 is	 about	

the	people	you're	with,	not	the	places	you	go.”	And	after	

free	travel,	I	found	myself	agreeing	with	that	quote	more!	

 

The	last	weekend	was	hard	with	my	host	family.	I	received	

a	 scrapbook	 from	 them	 on	 Sunday,	 which	 I	 read	 and	

broke	 down	 in	 tears,	 joined	 by	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 family.	 It	

was	difficult	saying	bye	on	Monday	morning,	as	I	had	not	

only	 lived,	 but	 also	 experienced	 some	 of	 the	 most	

beautiful	and	life-	changing	experiences	with	them.		

 “No	matter	where	 I	go	 in	Australia,	 I'll	have	
GASS	 friends,	and	returning	to	Germany,	 I'll	
have	my	second	family	waiting	for	me.”	

Germany	 was	 not	 all	 just	 fun	 and	 games;	 it	 had	 its	

challenges	(mostly	skiing	and	language	barriers),	but	it	was	

nonetheless	the	most	amazing	3	months	of	my	life.	 I	have	

learnt	 so	much	about	myself	 that	 I	never	 imagine	 I	would	

know.	 Along	 the	way,	 I	 have	met	 and	made	 some	 of	 the	

most	 beautiful	 friends.	 It's	 like	 no	 matter	 where	 I	 go	 in	

Australia,	 I'll	 have	 GASSie	 friends,	 and	 returning	 to	

Germany,	I'll	have	my	second	family	waiting	for	me.		

I	 can't	 end	 this	 report	 without	 thanking	 SAGSE	 and	most	

importantly,	my	 sponsor	 PricewaterhouseCoopers	 for	 this	

amazing	 opportunity	 to	 expand	my	 horizons,	 learn	 about	

another	culture	and	discover	myself. 		
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  After	 landing	 in	 Frankfurt	 I	 was	 finally	 able	

to	take	the	three-hour	train	ride	to	Hamburg	
to	meet	my	host	brother,	 Finn,	 for	 the	 first	
time.	A	wave	of	emotions	was	going	through	
me	 at	 that	 point	 and	 I	 wasn’t	 sure	 how	 I	
should	act	and	greet	him,	wanting	to	make	a	
good	 impression.	 In	 truth,	 a	 few	 awkward	
words	 were	 exchanged	 in	 English	 before	 I	
remembered	half	the	reason	I	was	there	and	
a	conversation	in	German	began.	
	
	My	 host	 parents	 Frauke	 and	 Tomas,	 my	
host	 siblings	 Jaante	 and	 Tilo	 (12)	 and	 of	
course	 my	 host	 brother,	 Finn	 (16)	 were	 so	
welcoming.	 I	 felt	 as	 though	 I	 had	 been	
matched	 extremely	 well;	 right	 off	 the	 bat	
Finn	 and	 I	 had	 connected.	 We	 shared	 the	
attic	 room	on	 the	 top	 floor	and	 I	 think	 that	
helped	with	bonding	as	we	were	constantly	
together.	Just	being	able	to	talk	and	discuss	
life	 sitting	 in	 the	 same	 room	 with	 [Finn]	
improved	 my	 German	 dramatically	 and	
helped	 strengthen	 our	 friendship.	 Having	
come	from	an	only-child	family,	adjusting	to	
a	four	child	family	was	interesting	to	say	the	
least.	 I	 learnt	 a	 lot	 about	 sibling	 rivalry	 but	
also	sibling	bonds	and	family	strength.		
 

School	 in	 Germany	 is	 certainly	 different	
when	 compared	 with	 Australia’s,	 my	 first	
day	 at	 Gymnasium	 Bismarck	 Schule	 was	 a	
real	blur	of	teachers	coming	 in	and	out	and	
trying	 (failing)	 to	 name	 all	 17	 guys	 in	 my	
class.	But	some	things	I	have	picked	up	are:	
Each	“hour”	is	only	45	mins	but	most	classes	
have	2	hours	each.	School	lasts	from	7:30am	
all	 the	way	 to	 3:00pm	on	most	 days,	 albeit	
with	 a	 90-minute	 break	 in-between	 where	
students	 can	 walk	 out	 into	 town	 to	 buy	
some	 food	 or	 just	 have	 a	 extended	 study	
sesh	with	their	mates.		
 
“Just	 being	 able	 to	 talk	 and	discuss	
life	 sitting	 in	 the	 same	 room	 with	
[Finn]	 improved	 my	 German	
dramatically	and	helped	strengthen	
our	friendship.”	

The	regional	days	held	in	Hamburg	helped	me	get	to	
know	my	fellow	Australian	and	New	Zealander	Stipis	
Jack,	Tiana,	Azaria	and	Melanie	that	lived	around	the	
city	as	well,	not	to	mention	being	able	to	explore	the	
Weinachtsmärkte	all	across	the	city	with	Currywurst	
and	 Glühwein	 on	 every	 corner.	 It	 also	 gave	 me	 a	
chance	 to	 try	 out	 ice-skating,	which	 is	much	harder	
than	it	looks..!	

Finn’s	 father	 took	 us	 out	 to	 Hamburg	 to	
celebrate	 New	 Years	 Eve	 (Silvester)	 and	 it	 was	
certainly	 a	 night	 to	 remember.	 The	 fireworks	
began	 at	 10pm	 and	 lasted	 all	 night	 long.	 10	
minutes	 before	 New	 Years,	 the	 family	 headed	
off	 into	 the	 streets	 to	 let	 loose	 some	 long	
awaited	 fireworks.	 Lighting	 them	 up,	 seeing	
thousands	 explode	 at	 once,	 all	 in	 all	 it	 was	 an	
amazing	experience.	

      YU-JIN HAM’S REPORT 
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  YU-JIN’S REPORT CONTINUED 

Free	 travel	 was	 the	 highlight	 of	 Germany	 for	
me,	 setting	 off	 with	 my	 three	 friends	 from	
Australia,	 we	 travelled	 to	 Frankfurt	 first	where	
we	visited	a	film	museum	and	walked	along	the	
river.	 It	 felt	 strange	 having	 so	 much	 freedom	
and	responsibility,			
Dresden	came	up	as	our	second	destination	and	
we	were	all	excited	as	the	city	was	covered	in	a	
blanket	 of	 snow.	Having	 not	 booked	 a	 hotel	 in	
advance	 (being	 the	 irresponsible	 boys	 we	 are)	
we	 spent	 the	 half	 hour	 in	 a	 cafe	 looking	 for	 a	
reasonable	place	to	sleep	for	the	night.	Dresden	
really	 is	 a	 beautiful	 city	 and	 it	 comes	 to	 life	 at	
night	with	lights	shining	out	everywhere.		
 
We	arrived	in	Munich	very	exhausted	and	decided	to	rest	
a	while	 before	 heading	out.	Out	 in	 the	 city	we	passed	 a	
huge	 number	 of	 churches	 and	 walked	 for	 almost	 four	
hours,	 checking	out	everything	 the	 city	had	 to	offer.	We	
even	had	a	quiet	walk	in	the	snow	filled	forest,	which	was	
eerily	creepy.		
Our	last	destination	was	to	Salzburg,	Austria.	By	this	time	
we	were	all	completely	exhausted	and	weren’t	able	to	see	
as	much	as	we’d	hoped	to.	However	we	still	managed	to	
check	the	place	out	and	visit	a	castle	on	the	way.		
Lastly	we	arrived	back	in	Munich	to	regroup	with	the	rest	
of	 the	 Australians	 and	 go	 out	 and	 visit	 Neuschwanstein	
and	its	famous	castle.		
	

When	I	first	arrived	in	Germany	I	felt	as	though	I	was	completely	lost,	hit	with	wave	after	wave	of	German	
it	completely	exhausted	me.	But	as	time	went	on	I	began	to	see	how	much	my	German	actually	improved	-	
much	more	 than	 I	 ever	 could	 in	 a	 classroom.	 Throughout	 my	 time	 in	 Germany,	 I	 was	 confronted	 with	
challenges	 in	everyday	 life	that	 I	had	never	before	experienced.	Everything	was	new,	as	 I	adjusted	to	 life	
within	a	foreign	place	with	a	completely	different	language	and	culture.	I	couldn't	have	asked	for	a	better	
host	 family;	 they	became	my	second	 family	and	 the	 friendships	and	bonds	 I	have	created	with	both	 the	
Germans	and	Australians	are	ones	that’ll	 last	 forever.	These	special	memories	could	only	come	true	with	
the	help	of	GASS/SAGSE	and	my	sponsor	Mona	Ketelsen,	to	whom	I	am	immensely	grateful	for	giving	me	
this	opportunity.		
 

“As	 time	 went	 on	 I	 began	 to	
see	 how	 much	 my	 German	
actually	 improved	 -	 much	
more	 than	 I	 ever	 could	 in	 a	
classroom.”	
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  After	 the	 long	 flight	 we	 were	 all	 exhausted	 but	 still	
managed	 to	conjure	up	 the	energy	 to	 reach	our	 final	
destinations	 stretching	 far	 and	 wide	 throughout	
Germany.	 I	 was	warmly	welcomed	 by	my	 host	 sister	
Leonie,	her	sister	Sara	 (who	 I	hosted	 for	3	months	 in	
2016)	 my	 host	 mum	 and	 two	 other	 GASSies.	We	 all	
hopped	 in	 the	 car	 to	 head	 to	 the	 village	where	 they	
live,	 Holzerath,	 a	 relatively	 small	 village	 with	 a	
population	 of	 approximately	 400	 or	 so	 people.	 After	
arriving	 in	 the	 very	 picturesque	 village	 that	 was	
Holzerath,	 I	 got	 settled	 in	 and	 before	 I	 knew	 it	 the	
exchange	was	underway.		
	
The	next	day	was	my	 first	day	of	German	school	 so	 I	
had	 to	 quickly	 recover	 from	 the	 jet	 lag	 and	 embrace	
being	 immersed	 into	 every	 aspect	 of	 the	 German	
lifestyle!	 We	 woke	 up	 at	 6am	 ready	 to	 leave	 the	
village	and	go	into	the	city	near	us	called	Trier,	which	
was	about	30	minutes	away.	 I	actually	 really	enjoyed	
the	 German	 school	 system	 as	 it	 was	 so	 unlike	 my	
school	 and	 it	 was	 also	 a	 nice	 change	 in	 pace	 after	 a	
long	year	of	Australian	 school.	 I	 got	 to	experience	 so	
many	 different	 classes	 that	 were	 very	 diverse,	 some	
harder	to	understand	than	others.	

Christmas	was	an	amazing	experience	with	my	host	
family	 as	 I	 got	 to	 experience	 all	 the	 traditions	 in	 a	
way	 that	 they	 don’t	 teach	 in	 textbooks.	 Christmas	
traditions	began	pretty	much	as	soon	as	I	arrived	in	
Germany	 with	 ‘Advents’.	 My	 host	 mother	 was	 so	
kind	 and	 she	 made	 me	 a	 vegan	 Advent	 calendar	
with	biscuits,	 chocolates	and	 lollies.	As	well	as	 this	
we	 had	 Christmas	 services	 in	 school,	 and	 other	
Church	services	leading	up	to	Christmas.	We	began	
the	 day	 with	 greetings	 of	 Frohe	 Weihnachten	
(Merry	 Christmas)	 and	 the	 frantic	 rush	 of	 getting	
the	 (real)	 Christmas	 tree	 looking	 perfect	 with	
handmade	 decorations	 and	 presents	 as	 well	 as	
some	more	baking	and	 cooking	before	 friends	and	
family	came	over	for	a	huge	Abendessen	(Dinner)	as	
the	main	Christmas	meal.	It	was	an	unbelievably	fun	
night	 with	 a	 huge	 feast	 and	 everyone	 chatting	
together	 and	 exchanging	 presents	 with	 my	 host	
family’s	extended	family	and	friends.	

After	 5	 days	 in	 Austria	 we	 drove	 back	 to	
Holzerath	 a	 day	 before	 Silvester	 (New	 Year’s)	
and	 enjoyed	 some	 family	 chill	 time	 together.	
We	 had	 a	 fun	 Silvester	 planned	 with	 my	 host	
sister	and	 two	of	her	 friends	 from	school,	 Eliza	
and	 Sophie.	 We	 spent	 the	 evening	 watching	
funny	 German	 movies	 and	 cooking	 dinner	
together	until	it	reached	midnight	and	we	went	
out	 to	 light	 some	 sparklers	 and	 watch	 the	
fireworks.	The	 fireworks	were	 incredible	 to	see	
as	 they	 were	 set	 up	 right	 in	 the	 centre	 of	 the	
village	and	could	be	seen	from	all	angles.		
 

The	 day	 after	 Christmas	 (December	 the	 25th)	 we	
drove	to	Austria	for	a	Ski	holiday	for	5	days.	It	was	so	
astounding	to	drive	for	a	mere	4	hours	and	end	up	in	
Austria,	something	incomprehensible	to	the	majority	
of	us	Australians..!	I	was	sadly	sick	for	most	of	the	Ski	
trip	so	I	only	got	to	do	one	day	of	snowboarding.		
 

“Christmas	 was	 an	 amazing	
experience	 with	 my	 host	 family	 -	 I	
got	 to	 experience	 all	 of	 the	
traditions	 in	 a	 way	 that	 they	 don’t	
teach	in	textbooks.”	

     MIA PALMER’S REPORT 
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MIA’S REPORT CONTINUED                                                             2016/17 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

 
 

 
 
 
 

From	the	4-8th	of	January	we	had	a	Wintercamp	in	
the	 middle	 of	 Germany	 in	 Biedenkopf.	 My	 host	
sisters	and	I	were	lucky	enough	to	be	driven	up	by	
a	GASSie	who	 lived	 in	 Trier	 named	 Simon.	 It	was	
quite	 a	 picturesque	 view	 from	 the	 car	window	 in	
being	 driven	 there,	 as	 we	 got	 to	 see	 a	 lot	 of	
different	parts	of	Germany	 in	 the	 space	of	only	4	
hours!	 Everyday	 at	 Wintercamp	 was	 new	 and	
exciting	 with	 lots	 of	 different	 activities	 involving	
everyone	 in	order	 to	meet	new	people	and	bond	
with	other	Stipis,	Hosties	and	GASSies.	It	was	a	lot	
of	 fun	 and	 an	 experience	 I	 surely	 won’t	 forget.	
During	 this	 time	 we	 also	 got	 to	 choose	 our	
Freetravel	Groups,	with	whom	we	would	spend	5	
days	 together	 exploring	 and	 travelling	 Germany	
independently.	I	was	a	bit	apprehensive	at	first,	as	
I	 only	 knew	a	 few	people	 from	places	other	 than	
Perth.	But	 I	ended	up	 in	an	amazing	group	with	6	
other	people,	Erika,	Chris,	Clare,	Josh,	Jemima	and	
Zenia.	We	became	so	close	with	all	the	time	spent	
together	 and	 we	 all	 became	 close	 friends	 as	 we	
bonded	so	well	in	experiencing	so	much	together.		
 

Now	 that	 the	 exchange	 was	 coming	 to	 an	
end,	 I	 couldn’t	 believe	 how	 fast	 time	 had	
flown	 past	 and	 that	 I	 had	 to	 leave	 my	 host	
family.	It	was	a	short	and	sweet	farewell	with	
thankfully	no	tears	as	I	left	for	an	8	hour	train	
ride.	 Aside	 from	 Free-travel,	 I	 think	 Berlin	
Camp	 was	 one	 of	 the	 highlights	 of	 the	
exchange	 all	 of	 the	 27	 Stipis	 had	 a	 few	days	
together	 to	 bond	 and	 experience	one	of	 the	
most	 incredible	 and	 diverse	 cities	 in	
Germany.	 Berlin	 was	 jam	 packed	 with	
activities	and	we	got	 to	go	 to	places	 such	as	
the	 Australian	 Embassy,	 explore	 some	
historical	 sights	 such	 as	 the	 Brandenburg	
Gate	and	Alexanderplatz.		
 

“I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 everyone	 who	 made	 this	 exchange	 possible	 and	 for	 this	
unbelievable	experience	in	spending	almost	3	months	in	Germany.	I	have	made	so	
many	memories	that	I	can	now	cherish	forever	and	have	bonded	with	some	of	the	
most	inspiring	people	from	Germany	and	Australia	alike.	I	am	so	grateful	to	GASS,	
SAGSE	 and	 my	 sponsor	 GMA	 Garnet.	 	 Words	 truly	 cannot	 explain	 how	 this	
experience	has	changed	my	perspective	on	life	and	the	world.”	
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Contact 

PAMELA MILLAR PRESIDENT 

Phone 9524 1300 
Email  president.wa@sagse.org.au 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

SAGSE WA IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY 

 
 
 
 
 

 June 2017 
Arrival of German Stipis in WA 

August 2017 
SAGSE/GASS Farewell 

September 2017 
SAGSE WA AGM, Rhein-Donau Club 

October 2017 
SAGSE WA Award Presentation 

 
 

November 2017 
Australian Stipis depart for Germany 

November 2017 
2018/2019 Scholarship Interviews 

 
December 2017 
2018/2019 
SAGSE WA 
scholarship 
winners will be 
notified 

April 2018 
Black and White Fundraiser Dance 
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